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Priority date {day/month/year) 
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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



bet anSed S^S^ description, Caitns and/or drawings which „ ave 
Rule 70. .6 and Section 607 of the A^ii^S^S^^^^ bef ° re thiS AUth °^ ^ 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



inventive step and industrial applicability 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, 
Lack of unity of invention 

^^^SX^^S^^J^^^^ ™*»< inve " tive or industrial applicability; 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 


1XJ 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

1 0 October 2000 (10.1 0.00) 
Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Facsimile No. 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



Date of completion of this report 

1 1 June 2001 (1 1.06.2001) 
Authorized officer 

Telephone No. 



INTERNATIONAL PR ELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application * 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
pages 
pages 

pages "3 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/01518 



1,2,4-9 



. as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



' fiIed with the letter of 15 March 2001 (15.03.2001) 



7-16 



1,4-6 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of 15 March 2001 (15.03,2001) 



1-3 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



O the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



> filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_, filed with the demand 



LJ the language of a transition furnished for the purposes of international search (under Ru,e 23 1(b)) ^ 

LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

U ^language of the transition furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under R uIe 55.2 and/ 

| 3 - in the intemationa. application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 

LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

„ ^SSiZ£ -1— •** does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

b r t^rh e e n d. tha, inf0rmati ° n rCCOrded in C ° m " Uter ^ *>™ is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 



4. LXJ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I — J the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 2.3 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in re<n n „ , 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1/ 4-9, 11-15 



10, 16 



1, 4-16 



1, 4-16 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Claims 10 and 16 

Document 1 (JP, 6-178198, A (NEC Corp.), June 24, 1994 
(24.06.94), entire text; Fig. 1 to 9) discloses a 
television camera which obtains a balance by adjusting the 
levels of the R, G and B signals obtained via a three- 
colour separation optical system, wherein the level 
adjustment values of the R, G and B signals are set 
according to the diaphragm signal showing the state of the 
diaphragm of the camera lens, and the levels of the R, G 
and B signals are adjusted by means of the aforementioned 
level adjustment values. Since the invention disclosed in 
Claims 10 and 16 forms one part of the television camera 
disclosed in Document 1, these claims lack novelty. 



Claims 1, 4 to 7 and 11 to 15 

Although the invention set forth in Claims 1, 4 to 7 
and 11 to 15 differs from the invention disclosed in 
Document 1 in terms of the feature wherein the level 
adjustment values are set at values which 

increase/decrease the level of any one signal relative to 
the levels of the other two signals, there is no essential 
difference between these inventions. In the television 
camera disclosed in Document 1, the balance between the 
levels of the R, G and B signals is controlled in such a 
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manner as to make them the same by means of level 
adjustment and, therefore, the above-mentioned level 
adjustment values are set in such a manner that the levels 
of the R, G and B signals are equal in relation to one 
another. Consequently, the invention set forth in Claims 
1, 4 to 7 and 11 to 15 is functionally the same as the 
invention disclosed in Document 1 in terms of the feature 
wherein the levels of the R, G and B signals are set to be 
equal in relation to one another. Therefore, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
combining the feature wherein the level adjustment values 
are set at values which increase/decrease the level of any 
one signal relative to the levels of the other two signals 
with the television camera disclosed in Document 1. 

Claims 8 and 9 

Although the invention set forth in Claim 8 differs 
from the invention disclosed in Document 1 in terms of the 
fact that the means that sets the level adjustment values 
is a microcomputer, they are essentially the same. Since 
Document 1 indicates that the memory device in the 
television camera is provided with a computation function, 
it would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of replacing said memory device with a 
microcomputer . 

Moreover, although the invention set forth in Claim 9 
differs from the invention disclosed in Document 1 in 
terms of the feature wherein the means that adjusts the 
levels of the R, G and B signals using level adjustment 
values has an analogue multiplier, they are essentially 
the same. Moreover, it would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to conceive of replacing the gain control 
amplifier for level adjustment in the television camera 
disclosed in Document 1 with an analogue multiplier. 
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